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The extrusion
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Industria

‘Upcycling’ with

customised recycled
materials at MyPlas
New lab performs complete range of tests
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FIVE years since establishment,
Cape recycler MyPlas is processing
700 tons a month of HDPE and
PP – and is now also one of the
largest post-consumer recyclers of
polypropylene in South Africa.
The company was started in 2012
by three partners – Johann Conradie,
Walter Jordaan and Stephan Roux – with
a team of very experienced recyclers. At
that stage they were processing 180 tons
a month at a plant in Stikland in Cape
Town with funding from the Industrial

Development Corporation (IDC) and
a private investor. The plant was later
upgraded with funding from POLYCO in
2015. That year the Lomold group exited
the scene, with its recycling business
Proplas in Bellville being jettisoned in
the aftermath. MyPlas subsequently
purchased all the Proplas equipment
from the bank and restarted the plant at
the former Proplas site in nearby Bellville
Industria, moving from its previous
location.
John Nield, the original founder of
Proplas, remained with the company

Myplas Production team includes process engineer Pierre van Zyl,
customer relationship manager John Nield, co-MD Walter Jordaan,
chairman Stephan Roux (the Pretoria ice cream baron) and joint MD
Johann Conradie

and is now key-customer relationship
manager at the expanded MyPlas
operation, an important advantage for
the company as experience is vital in
the still developing plastic recycling
business – and John has over 30 years’
experience.
“We are now slowly replacing the worn
Chinese machinery with high-speed
European equipment, including Weima,
Erema, Untha and Tria,” said Johann.
“We are very excited about the entry
of POLYCO over the last few years as
it has already contributed immensely

Lab manager Aubany Engelbrecht was formerly in the viticulture
industry, and has taken to plastic recycling with ease; here she
performs a test on the DSC (digital scanning calorimeter) unit
used for, amongst other things, material composition analysis
and oxidation induction times
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Skilled and consistent collection and sorting
of incoming materials is vital for a successful
recycling operation

Careful and
deliberate sorting
of collected
material before
the shredding
stage gets the
process at
MyPlas off to a
good start

Article - Jan 2017 - SA Plastics Mag_FA.indd 1

tests, including impact, tensile, meltﬂow,
density, ash content, oxidation induction
time, polymer compostion and more.
Where required, Myplas provides
Certiﬁcates of Conformance with material
to ensure peace of mind for clients.
MyPlas is also in the process of
attaining ISO certiﬁcation.

Mypolen ‘upcycling’ venture
The latest venture to emerge from
this forward-thinking recycler is the
‘upcycling’ of some of its materials
with additives to improve characteristics
such as MFI, impact resistance and
thermal stability.
“With our state-of-the art lab we are >>
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in helping the recyclers and recycling
industry in SA,” he added.
Last year MyPlas installed a highly
sophisticated R2-million laboratory, with
help again from the IDC and POLYCO.
By far the most sophisticated of any
recycler in South Africa, the MyPlas
lab can perform a complete range of
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NEWS
Ampaglas liquidated
AMPA Group (formerly known as
Ampaglas), for long one of South
Africa’s leading sheet extruders, has
been liquidated. It appears the banks
pulled the plug on the operation in
November last year. Ampa has been
ﬁghting a tough battle against imported
sheet in recent years, with no duty
protection being afforded to the local
manufacturer. The PMMA (acrylic)
sheet manufacturing line operating from
the same premises at Elandsfontein in
Johannesburg is operated by Evonik
group of Germany and is not affected
by the Ampa closure.

JUST
BRIEFLY

Tin Can Man closes
Cape plant
TIN Can Man, which bought and took
over the blow moulding business
Winplas in late 2015, has shut the
group’s plant in Beaconvale, Cape
Town. According to a source at TCM,
the Cape plant “was never proﬁtable”.
Tin Can Man now operates from its
plant in Alrode, Johannesburg. Tin
Can Man is part of Dursots group, a
supplier of food and beverage products
to supermarkets around the country; its
business motto is ‘Class in a Can’.

SE-Asian countries’
trade mission in
November
Member countries of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations are set
to bring their ﬁrst joint trade mission
and business expo to South Africa
later this year. Led by the Singapore
Manufacturing Federation (SMF) and
Conference & Exhibition Management
Services (CEMS), the inaugural AfricaASEAN Business Expo (AABE) is
aimed at introducing African businesses
to the newly established ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC), as the
“two regions ramp up their bilateral
trade and investment cooperation in the
face of global economic uncertainties”.
Formed in 1967, ASEAN represents
the Southeast Asian countries of
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, Brunei,
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and
Vietnam, with a total population of over
622 million people.
AABE 2017 will be held at the
Sandton Convention Centre from
6-8 November.
www.cems.com.sg
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One of the company’s wash plants

able to develop custom materials for
our clients. We achieve this by sorting
deliberately according to requirements,
pre-blending of raw materials and
compounding our recycled materials
with additives,” explained Johann.
“The end product, known as Mypolen,
is both a product and a service,” said
Johann.
“Pellets are continuously tested and
classiﬁed in our lab. The mechanical
data is regularly monitored and quoted
in our data sheets on the basis of these
tests.
“Feedback from clients so far has
been positive with
the newly developed
Mypolen HD and
Mypolen PP materials
meeting with very
favourable response
from test customers.
The base materials for
the Mypolen materials are HDPE and PP
plastic waste, which are obtained from,
among other sources, post-consumer
household and industrial waste
collections. We process these materials
at our plant in several stages, hand
sorting according to colour and type
of plastic, before it goes for extrusion.
The end-result is a pelletised material
suitable for the production of highquality products, also for the consumer
segment.
“We can always try to comply with
customer requests for speciﬁc colours
and properties. These materials are
aimed at replacing virgin plastics in

critical components.
“We’ve also started to sell to qualitysensitive industries like the auto industry
and we have started exporting into
Africa and South America,” said Johann.
Addition to the team
A new addition to the 150-strong
MyPlas staff is Pierre van Zyl, a process
engineer with 30 years’ recycling and
extrusion experience, including at
Plastamid.
“Pierre brings a critical, qualityﬁrst approach to MyPlas from his
Plastamid days and has been tasked
with achieving our ISO
certiﬁcation during
2017.”
Johann and Walter
attended the K2016
show in Germany last
year and observed that
the European recycling
industry appeared to be moving away
from current high levels of incineration
towards more mechanical recycling –
something the South African recycling
industry is already a world leader in.
“However, to achieve higher recycling
rates in SA we have to not only
stimulate the supply of scrap, but also
demand for the recyclate. We can’t
depend on black bags, chairs and pipes
as the main clients forever, but have
to move into industries that historically
used virgin only,” he added.

‘Mypolen’ is
both a product
and a service

www.myplas.co.za

For the production of high standard recycled materials, staff need to be both well trained and well
informed; the ISO accreditation process underway at MyPlas is helping achieve this

