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PLASTICS PACT

nce upon a tme,

\ not too long ago,

\ Platteland started

! planning a good-news
' story on a completely
different pandemic:
South Alrica’s enormous plastics
pollution problem.

That's why we were elated at the
news of the launch of the SA Plastics
Pact at the end of January this year.
Through this unigue collaborative
Initiative, government, businesses, local
authorities, NGOs and citizens aim
to lundamentally change the way we
design, produce, use, reuse, dispose of
and reprocess plastics. (Read more on
the pact on page 95.)

“We need to create a world where
plastics are valued and never become
waste,” says Lorren de Kock, project
manager of the World Wide Fund
for Nature's (WWF) circular plastics
project. “We also need to move away
[rom a linear plastics economy, where
we take, make and dispose of plastic,
and work towards a circular system
that values and retains materials,
which are then returned’ to the
economy alter use for added economic
value and income opportunities.”

One of the pact’s first major projects
1$ a much-needed simplified and
clearer on-pack recycling label (OPRL)
scheme, standardised across all the
participating retail brands, that will
be appearing on a growing range of
consumer product lines over the next
year or so. This collective retaller
agreement facilitated by the WWF 1s an
Important step in the right direction,
put by no means the only one.

ABOVE On the top level, manual sorters on either side

of two conveyor belts pick out recyclables at a waste-
sorting facility in Kraaifontein. On the ground are bags
of recyclable household waste and cans.

LEFT Johann Conradie, director of the plastic recycler
Myplas, with some of the products made from
recycled plastic.

mantra should still be ‘refuse, reduce,
reuse and, lastly, recycle’, so consumers
should always consider and embrace
more reuse models first and not simply
think all packaging will be recycled.”
Research has shown, however, that
most South African consumers have
no 1dea how to dispose of packaging

numbers 1 to 7 that you've seen

on packaging — are very important

for industry insiders, such as waste
pickers, recyclers and sorters. But many
consumers currently misunderstand
these symbols to mean that all these
types of packaging are recyclable,
which 1s not the case.

Consumers are contfused
“Ultimately, we need to find ways of

reducing our consumption and reusing,

In a meaningful way, materials that
are already 1n the system,” Lorren
says. “While recycling 1s certainly part
of the answer, 1t 1s not a panacea for
the plastic waste problem. The official

materials, resulting in contamination,
default routing to landiills — where the
waste does not break down — or, even
worse, pollution, when 1t simply ends
up In the natural environment.
Material 1dentification codes (MICs)
— the fancy name for those three
chasing-arrow triangles with coded

Although 1t 1s technically possible
to recycle all polymer types, in reality
a ralt of hmiting factors such as lack
of infrastructure, market conditions,
equipment or budgetary limitations,
and over-engineered materials mean
that much 1s lost to landfill or into the
natural environment.
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