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a daily basis. This has to change.

Furthermore, in South Africa
recyclables, excluding PET bottles, are
sorted manually, whereas in Europe
1t 1s done using optical sorting, which
1sn't nearly as elfective.

Platteland witnessed hand sorting
In action 1in Kraaifontein, where
manual sorters on either side of two
conveyor belts work like a swarm of
bees in a hive, each one picking out
speciiic recyclables while immediately
1dentifying “black items” that cannot
be recycled. The “black 1tems” are
spewed out by another conveyor pelt
that ends in the massive warehouse
space next door. To see an enormous
space like this filled nearly to the
roof with waste destined for landfll
really does make you think about
your consumpton.

A virusin the works

But now the world has changed, and
with that the angle of the good-news
story we had intended to tell...

“The Covid-19 situation, coupled
with the unprecedented drop in the oil

ABOVE Nompumelelo
Njana from Khayelitsha
is one of the thousands
of informal waste pickers

who collect about
80% of South Africa’s
recyclable materials.

LEFT Compressed
recyclable plastic
packaging at the premises
of the Myplas plastics
recycling factory.

price since late last year, has led to the
virtual collapse of the local recycling
industry,” Lorren says. “Plastic 1s made
of derivatives of fossil-based input
materials, which are non-renewable.
But in South Africa, where everything
needs to pe cheaper, post-consumer
recycled plastic now simply cannot
compete with the extremely low price
of virgin plastic, which 1s directly
linked to the price of oil. This means
a dramatic decline in end markets

for recycled plastic and a subseguent
loss of livelihoods in the formal and
informal waste sector.

“Under Level 5 and Level 4 lockdown
restrictions, many recycling services
were suspended, leading to a great
deal of plastic going to landfill or
elsewhere. [ am expecting a dramatic
reduction in the national recycling
rate for this year, possibly a decline of
almost half.

“This 1s also a massive blow to the
SA Plastics Pact, whose members
are committed to Increasing post-
consumer recycled content in pack-
aging, which 1s now under threat,”
Lorren says. >

The SA Plastics Pact

The SA Plastics Pact is a collaborative
initiative that brings together key
stakeholders in the local plastics value
chain. It aims to tackle plastic waste
and pollution at the source — and

to create a more resilient circular
economy for plastic packaging

that, in conjunction with other

local initiatives, serves human and
environmental wellbeing.

The pact - the first in Africa to
form part of the Ellen MacArthur
Foundation’s global Plastics Pact
network — currently has more than
20 members, including Pick n Pay,
Woolworths, Spar, Shoprite and
Checkers, Food Lover’s Market,
Massmart, Clicks, Spur Holdings,
Unilever, Tiger Brands, Addis, Tuffy,
Danone, Distell, TFG {The Foschini
Group), Coca-Cola Africa and
HomeChoice. They have signed up
to a joint set of four ambitious and
time-bound targets, ensuring that
this collaboration will drive significant
change by 2025:

o Define and identify problematic
or unnecessary plastic packaging
items through redesign, innovation
or alternative (reuse) delivery
models, and agree to measures to be
implemented by the end of 2021.

9 100% of plastic packaging
should be reusable, recyclable or
compostable by 2025.

e 70% of plastic packaging should
be effectively recycled by 2025.

o 30% average recycled content
across all plastic packaging by 2025
(average across all product lines).
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